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BETHEL PRIMITIVE Sap Tat 
ASSOCIATION 


HELD WITH 


The Church at Bethany, Carroll County, Ga., 


October 17, 18, 19, 1919... 


Next Session will Convene with the Church at Pleasant Grove, 
near Glenn, in Heard County, Ga., Second Sunday in 
September, Friday and Saturday Before, 1920. 


_ OFFICERS: 


ELDER M. T. SHEPPARD, Moderator 
NEWMAN E. DENNEY, Clerk 


PROCEEDINGS 


Of the Bethel Primitive Baptist Association, held 
with the church at Bethany, Tyus, Ga., October 17, 18, 
and 19th, 1919, embracing third Sunday, October, 1919. 

Introductory sermon by Elder M. T. Sheppard of the 
body, subject, Romans 1st chapter, 14th and 15th verses. 

Intermission one hour. _ 

Then the people met in the house, after singing had 
prayer by Bro. S. J. Jackson. Elder M. T. Sheppard be- 
ing pastor of the church, took charge as Moderator. 

1. Invited visiting ministers and brethren to seats 
with the body. 

2. Called for and had the letters read from the differ- 
ent churches composing the Bethel Association. 

3. On motion, received the Hillabahatchee without 
a letter. 

4. On motion, elected N. E. Denney, Clerk. 

5. Called for petitionary churches. 

6. On motion, adopted last year’s order of business 
for this session. 

7. Appointed usual committees: On Preaching, 
Brethren D. H. Rogers, L. H. Burson, S. J. Adamson, as- 
sisted by Bethany’s delegates, S. J. Jackson and G. 
Langly. 

To examine corresponding minutes: Brethren E. Bb. 
Meadows and M. M. Mulloy. 

On contribution: J. T. Burson, C. R. Denney, W. KE. 
Sears, W. F. Williamson. 

To write corresponding letter: Elder J. M. Bagwell. 
: ep elders of this Association are members of the 

ody. : 
8 Called for correspondence and received from Yel- 
low River minutes. 

On motion, received Elder J. M. Adams, of the Oco- 
nee, and Elder C. A. Clemons, from the Euharlee, as vis- 
itors. 

From the New Hope: J. W. Lee, J.B. Ayers, B. A. Hat- 
field,“-W. W. Denney, W. A. McCain, G. H. Cole, J. L. 
Bradley. Received these as corresponding brethren by 
motion. ¥ 

From the Marietta: R. A. Lambert. 

On motion, adjourned until 8:30 next day. 

Saturday, October 18th. Met according to adjourn- 


. 


ment. After singing, had prayer by Bro. B. W. 
son. 

1. Invited visiting brethren to seats. 

2. Renewed call for correspondence. 


9. Return correspondence: 

To the Euharlee, which convenes Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, embracing the third Sunday in September, 
at Union church, location, 12 miles south of Rockmart 
and 9 miles north of Villa Rica, in Paulding county, the 
following: Elders J. M. Bagwell, M. T. Sheppard, 
Brethren E. B. Meadows, C. M. Denney, J. H. Burson, W. 
C. Shadinger, J. C. Brock, T. Z. Head, Newman E. Den- 
ney. 


10. On motion took up correspondence with the Ma- 
rietta. First in October, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
_—near Atlanta: Elders M. T. Sheppard, J. M. Bagwell. 

Returned correspondence: Brethren John Burson, 
J. C. Brock, W. C. Shadinger, Whit Brock, T. Z. Head, 
Ss. J. Jackson, E. B. Meadows. 


11. On motion took up correspondence with the 
Cane Creek Association, which convenes at Mt. Miria, 
fourth in September, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 
1920, 12 miles north of Anniston, Ala. The following 
agreed to go: Elders W. P. Merrell, M. T. Sheppard, 
Brethren M. M. Mulloy, J. M. Arnett, W. F. Williamson, 
da: Smith. 


12. To the Yellow River Association, which con- 
venes at Nancie’s Creek church, DeKalb county, near 
Gordon, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, after the 
fourth Sunday in September, 1920: T. Z. Head, J. H. 
Burson, J. C. Brock, T. W. Brock, N. E. Denney. 


13. The New Hope Association, which convenes with 
Whooping Creek church in Carroll county, Ga., Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, embracing the second Sunday in 
October, as usual. Location: Coming on the train, get 
off at Carrollton church, 6 miles southeast, or get off 
- at Clem, Ga., church, 2 1-2 miles west, both on Central 
of Georgia Railroad—conveyances out from both of these 
points. The following agreed to go: Brethren M. M. 
Mulloy, J. C. Brock, J. T. Burson, L. H. Burson, C. M. 
Denney, T. Z. Head, W. A. Denney, J. B. Burson, G. W. 
Simpkins, D. H. Rogers, G. J. Langly, J. E. Burson, W. F. 
Williamson, J. T. Denney, W. C. Shadinger, N. E. Den- 
ney, Elders J. M. Bagwell, W. P. Merrell, M. T. Sheppard. 


14. To the Oconee Association: Brethren J. H. Bur- 
son, T. W. Brock, E. B. Meadows, J. T. Burson, S. J. Jack- 
son. 

15. Appointed union meetings: Second district hav- 
ing first choice, agreed to meet at Hopewell second Sun- 
day in August, Friday and Saturday before. 

First district to meet with Bethany church first Sun. 
day in August, Friday and Saturday before. 

16. Agreed for the body to meet with Pleasant 
Grove church second Sunday in September, Friday and 
Saturday before, next year, 1920. Location: 1 mile 
of west of Glenn, in Heard county; 7 miles north of 
Standing Rock, Ala.; 12 miles southwest of Franklin; 12 
miles north of LaGrange, Ga. 

17. Called for report of committee to examine cor- 
responding minutes. Nothing claiming the attention of 
the body. 

18. On motion, agreed to have 800 copies of these 
minutes published and distributed in the usual way, and 
the Clerk to retain balance of minute fund for his ser- 
vices. 

19. Miscellaneous. On motion agreed to drop La- 
net chucrh from the body because they have rescinded 


the act of being in our Association and joined another. 

20. Read and adopted corresponding letter. 

21. On motion, this body tenders a unanimous vote 
of thanks to Bethany church and community for their 
hase and so liberally supporting this session of the 

ody. 

By motion, read and adopted these minutes. 


ORDER OF PREACHING 


Friday A. M., Introductory by Elder M. T. Sheppard. 
P. M. by Elder B. W. Adamson and Bro. M. M. Mulloy, 
all of the body. 

Saturday A. M., Elders C. A. Clemons, of the Euhar- 
lee, J. C. Brock, of the body. P. M., exhortation and 
_ prayer by Bro. J. B. Ayers, of the New Hope, followed 

-by Elder W. P. Merrell, of the body. Closed by the 
Moderator, Elder M. T. Sheppard. 

Sunday, October 19th, Elders J. M. Adams, Oconee, 
T. A. Cobb, of the New Hope. P. M., Elder J. M. Bag- 
well, of the body. Closed by the Moderator. Prayer by 
Elder C. A. Clemons, of the Euharlee. -Adjourned in 
peace and love. 


The Bethel Primitive Baptist Association now in ses- 
sion. To her sister Associations with whom she corres- 
ponds, sendeth greeting. 

Dear Brethren: By the mercies of God we have been 
permitted to hold another session of our body, and love, 
union and fellowship seemed to abound for which we 
feel to thank God, the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. We also thank and praise His holy name for the 
increase of our correspondents, and we trust that it will 
continue to increase until we all come into the unity of 
the faith. 

You will find the time and place of our next session 
in the body of these minutes, where we hope to meet a 
goodly number of our correspondents again. Come, 
dear brethren, and worship with us is our desire and 
prayer. Till then, farewell. 


ELDER M. T. SHEPPARD, Moderator. 
N. E. DENNEY, Clerk. 


MEMORIAL 
For the respect of our beloved dead since our last 


annual session—Brethren J. H. Rogers and John Mose- 
ley; Sisters Josie Moseley, Laura Reid. 

It makes our hearts sad when we think that we have 
to give up our loved ones. All of the above died in the 
triumphs ofthe faith once delivered to the saints, as we 
believe. And as long as they were able to go they want- 
ed to be with the brethren and sisters and tell them of 
the wonderful power of Jesus to save poor lost and ruin- 
ed sinners. We feel that we want to bow in humble sub- 
mission to the will of the Lord and say: “The Lord has 
given and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord.”’ 


ORDAINED MINISTERS 


Elder W. P. Merrell Roopville, Ga. 
Elder J. M. Bagwell . . - Carrollton, Gu 
Elder M. T. Sheppard Lamar, Ala. 


LICENTIATES 


cae O. Brock =.= +5. Carrollton, Ga. 
W. B. Adamson Glenn, Ga. 
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ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES © - 


‘1. We believe in only one and living’ God, and that: there are 
three that bear record in Heaven—the Father, the Word: and the Holy 
Ghost, and these three are one. 


2. We believe that the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. 


3. We believe that God elected or chosen his people in Christ before 
the foundation of the world; that they should be wholly and without 
blame before Him in love. 

= 4. We believe that the doctrines of original sin,. and a.man’s im- 
. potency to recover himself from the fallen state he is in by. nature, by 
his own free will and ability. 


5. We believe that sinners are justified in the aay of God only by 
¥ the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. 


6. We believe that God’s elect shall be called effectually, regener ‘a 
ted and sanctified by the Holy Ghost and shall preserve in grace and 
never fall finally away. * 

7. We believe that baptism, the Lokd's! Supper, aia nating the 
saint’s feet are ordinances of Jesus Christ, and that true believers ‘are 
the only subjects of these ordinances and the true mode of baptism is ith- 
mersion. ; 

8. We believe in the A errr of: the dead: arid a Jporteean jd 
ment and the punishment of the wicked will be Bf ues 8 ee the JOY 
of the righteous will be eternal. 

9. We believe that no minister has the ary to ean soe the cr: 
dinances only such as are called by God, as was Aaron and came under 
the imposition of the hands by Presbytery and in fellowship with the 
‘church of which he is a member. 

10. We believe that God has ordained good works, -that- His. aut 
dren should walk in them, and that good works are -only..such as .God 
commanded in His word and not such as without the warrant thereof, 
are devised of men out of blind zeal, or any pretense of good intentions. 


DECORUM | 
Article 1. This Association shall be opened and. closed with prayer. 2 
e Art. 2. The Moderator shall invite ministers and. members to seats: 


Art. 3. The Moderator shall have the same privilege of speech with 
any other member of the body, provided his seat be filled, but shall have 
no vote except there be a tie, then he may. 


Art. 4. The general principles of order, as embodied in Faces wor as 
“‘Tiet all things be done decently and in order, ’? and ‘‘unto edifying,’ 12 
will be expected and required of each member, visitor or correspondent. 


Art. 5. In harmony with these general principles, each. brother who 
speaks on any subject under consideration by the Association, will be 
expected to rise from his seat and address the Moderator, and shall not 
be interrupted while speaking, unless he departs from the subject. = 


Art 6. The Clerk shall keep a regular record of the proceedings of 
each Association, by carefully preserving a full file of the minutes. 


ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION 


‘Article 1. It is understood and agreed upon by the churches com- 
posing this Association, that each church, if it so choose, may send not 
more than two brethren with a letter certifying appointment, the num- 
ber baptized during the preceding year; received by letter; excluded or 
dead; also total membrship. ; 


Art. 2. That this Association shall be known as the Bethel Primi- 
tive Baptist Association. 

Art. 3. It is understood that no church, on becoming a member of 
this Association, parts with, or surrenders, any of her rights, privileges, 
“duties or responsibilities given her by the Great Head of the church, and 
made binding on her in the New Testament. 


Art. 4. It is furthr understood.that all disciplinary power and 
rights, pertaining to membership or fellowship in the church, belongse ex- 
elusively to the church or churches, and that this Association shall not 
assume the right to dictate, to advise, nor in any way interfere with the 
internal right of the churches. 


Art. 5. Any church of this Association can withdraw at pleasure, 
either by letter, or without it; but in either case, it will be expected 
that said church first give notice to the Association of her desire to with- 
draw. 


Art. 6. Any church may be dropped from this Associational compact 
by request of two or more churches; but this, or any other act of the 
Association shall not itself be regarded as officially impairing or break- 
ing church fellowship among the churches of this union, nor members of 
churches. We regard all matters touching church fellowship as belong- 
ing exclusively to the church or churches, and requiring their official ac- 
tion to make it valid. 


Art. 7, This Association shall not form any alliance, correspondence 
or relation with any institution, secret or otherwise, except to correspond 
with other Primitive Baptist Associations, the churches which are known 
to be of the same faith and order with the churches of this Association. 

Art. 8. Churches petitioning for membership will be admitted on 
giving satisfactory evidence of their being of the same faith and order 
with the churches of this Assoeiation. 


Art. 9. It shall be the only object of this Association to meet for 
the worship of God, and shail be opened and closed with prayer, and to 
receive correspondence and to return correspondence with sister Associa- 
tions of the same faith and order of this Association. 


Art. 10. Visiting brethren of the. same faith and order with the - 
churches of this Association known to be in good orderly standing with 
their churches at home, may be invited to seats wtih the body, and 
members of churches of this body may have their names enrolled as 
correspondents to other associations but none shall be allowed to vote 
but brethren sent by the churches. 
~ Art. 11. Correspondence with sister Associations may be suspended 
at the direction of tke body. 


Art. 12. This Association shall have no other articles of faith than 
that which each church already has. 

Art. 13. The pastor pf the church where this Association meets 
shall be the moderator of the body. The clerk shall be elected by the 
body. 

Art. 14. This Association may adjourn to any time and place she 
may think most advisable. 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 


8 COUNTY PASTORS. CLERKS POSTOFFICE. MESSENGERS 8 
3/8 8 tc 
ov Mites a 
BIS Als 
Bo | bl ¢ 
Re FQ AS AQ | 
ore Carroll ees Une ees Se: Elder J. M. Bagwell......\J. C. Brock.................-.-- Carrollton, Ga..............-.-.- J. M. Bagwell, J. H. Burgon.............. 72) a TF 
snoeanans-ses Carroll tics. c-,.sctinemns (lder Jy. Mi, Bagwell te! 1400..0......20.22...0,---/Carrollton) Ga, Rt, 8....|L; A. Burgon, J. A. Gray c--escsececee-lesedl wales [oe 
yee ee Carroll... {Elder J. M. Bagwell.......N. E. Denney..............--...-|Carroilton, Ga., Rt. 3....../B. T. Huggins, W. C. Shadinger........|....|....| 2]... 
sae eeeatae Carroll. ...2..5..:...:-01--ss0-0-(Elder M, T. Sheppard..j6y iM. Puller....:............../Bowdon, Ga., Rb Al Jackson, G. J. Langley................||1}....]....|-.- 
hivavashte any TL@ar dy. -22n---pit-celenpecomercionee GOR al, Ls BR pWeleeents Ble GBUTSOR..44.1.04.40... Roopville, Ga., RS da) /J.0T, Burson, Mo Mo Mulloy sie ea ood 
t.) | 
IeaeeNevecg Heard: ....y----enene---sueesevee|Mlder M..T. Sheppard...|J. C. Bentley.................Bowdon, Ga., Rt. 2......../C..F. Rogers, D. H. Rogers............2.....|:...]..} 3] 
Pritts 4 Heard .|Not Represented............-- Franklin, Ga..............-.-...- 
Pye eee ty" Hear» nis peedcasedesneness sem] We, . Adamson, Modemniei oN. BInett......0..c00.| Franklin, Ga..ts.l:.....(\00e Rice, W. By Williamson!.c.0 scat clad 
Gentenats Lak Pheer dun. ttt aelaeatt eines | NOt! Supprleai.ca came eee we) CAN. noo Er Olomay Ga. Rb. Von |T) Ze EEOaG, Se Wo WOaL 2 sasctc. denseaolsi-|aaealdenlniel Se 
sesuhoaegs ten Randolph, Ala..................|M. T.. Sheppard)t,22asl@e A. Houzes..0...1...|Glenm, Ga... i.u.u0..../8. J. Adamson) H. ©. Jackson...0....| 4)00.|01 
Pastbene |Randolph, Ala...................[M. T, Sheppard............|J.. H. Smith.........:............[Lamar, Ala., Rt. 1........./M. L. Roberson, W. E. Sears..............| 1]....}....|... 


STATISTICAL TABLE. 
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